1963 


JOHN  GILLESPIE  MURRAY  (half-brother  of  Margaret  G.  Locke) 

born:  18??  in  Scotland  (see  note  on  1850  census,  below) 
died:  May  10,  1854  in  Ga-rbnrrd3±e ,  P-a.  (date  given  on  last  page  of 
OELR'S  birthday  book)  A/VCL  A /  y\ 
married:  '  J  * 

John  Gillespie  Murray,  "Uncle  John  Murray,"  is  the  son  of 
Jeanette  Hume  Gillespie  Murray  Locke  (the  mother  of  MGL , 
the  wife  of  James  Russell) .  He  is  her  son  by  her  first 
marriage  (to  a  Mr.  Murray) . 

In  her  letter  to  Alice  Osterhout  Goodrich  in  1941  (currently 
in  the  collection  of  HLRP) ,  EPJ  states:  "When  John  Gillespie 
and  his  wife  Janet  [the  maternal  grandparents  of  John  Gillespie 
Murray]  came  from  Scotland  they  brought  John  Gillespie  Murray, 
their  grandson,  with  them.  He  was  my  great  grandmother's 
son  by  her  first  marriage.  He  was  born  in  182?.  He  was 
associated  with  Thomas  Gillespie  in  Carbondale  long  before 
his  mother  and  half-sisters  came  to  Carbondale  to  live." 

In  1880  (p.  451)  a  "John  G.  Murray,  J.  W. "  is  listed  as 
being  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Carbondale  Lodge,  No. 

249  of  the  Masons.  This  John  G.  Murray  is,  in  all  probability, 
the  half-brother  of  Margaret  Gillespie  Locke  Russell. 

A  bookcase  that  belonged  to  John  G.  Murray,  as  well  as  over  30 
books  that  were  in  his  library — and  which  are  autographed  in 
his  hand — are  currently  to  be  found  at  The  Russell  Homestead. 

When  Margaret  Gillespie  Locke  and  James  Russell  were  married 
on  January  1,  1351,  it  was  Uncle  John  Murray  who  "gave  the 
bride  away,"  so  to  speak. 

JGM's  place  of  interment  is,  at  present,  unknown.  See  p.  1077. 

Until  May  24,  1978,  the  year  in  which  John  Gillespie  Murray 
was  born  was  not  known  by  SRP  and  DWP,  nor  was  that  date  known 
(or  if  known  it  was  not  written  down)  by  any  member  of  the 
preceding  two  generations.  In  all  probability  that  date  was 
known  only  by  four  members  of  the  Locke-Russell  family:  JGM 
himself,  his  mother,  his  two  sisters.  On  May  24,  1978,  DWP 
and  SRP  discovered  in  THE  1850  CENSUS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA:  LUZERNE 
AND  WYOMING  COUNTIES  the  names  of  Jeanette  Locke  and  her  three 
children  (see  p.  1082  of  Vol.  I  of  SRP) — who  are  therein  listed 
as  residents  of  Carbondale.  In  that  census  report,  the  following 
information  is  given  about  JGM: 

p.  695,  #40:  John  M. [sic]  Murray,  age  25,  male,  merchant, 
value  of  real  estate  owned  $600,  from  Scotland  (listed  by 
census  taker,  J.  B.  Mills,  on  Sept.  9,  1850) 

— which  means  that  JGM  was  born  in  1825  and  that  when  he 
died  on  May  10,  1854,  he  was  29  years  cid. 


